
THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN 

On Standing Commissions of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Article 1. Establishment and operational framework of standing commissions of the 
Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan  

In line with the Article 92 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Milli Majlis of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan establishes standing commissions.  
The standing commissions of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan (hereinafter to 
be referred as - "standing commission") act with the aim of arranging primary review of 
draft laws and resolutions presented to the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the 
legislative initiative order, submitting them to the Milli Majlis for consideration and 
implementing other duties provided for in the present Law.   
The rights, establishment  principle, operational period,  activity principles, structure, way 
of holding sessions, authorities of chairmen and deputy chairmen of standing commissions 
are defined in the Articles 35-39 of the Internal Regulations of Milli Majlis of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.  

 
Article 2. Functions of standing commissions 
A standing commission fulfills the following functions: 
1) arranges primary review of draft laws and resolutions presented to the Milli Majlis of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan in the legislative initiative order and gives opinion on their 
consideration by the Milli Majlis, as well as develops draft laws and resolutions on 
parliamentarian’s initiative;  
arranges primary review of draft laws and resolutions presented by the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, Supreme Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Supreme Majlis of 
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic in the order of legislative initiative and gives opinion on 
their consideration by the Milli Majlis;  
2) integrates proposals received on the draft law, which was brought to the nation-wide 
discussion based on a resolution of the Milli Majlis, and submits them to the Milli Majlis of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan;  
3) works on the draft law adopted at the first and second readings, and makes it ready for 
the second and third reading;  
4) in line with the Article 95 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, considers the 
issues within the authorities of Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan and gives opinion 
on it;   
5) puts forward its proposals on the legislative action plan of the Milli Majlis of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan;  
6) twice a year – at the beginning of the spring and autumn sessions of the Milli Majlis of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan reports on its activity.  

 
Article 3. Structuring of work of a Standing Commission  
A standing commission approves its work plan for the regular session of the Milli Majlis of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan at least a week prior to the commencement of the regular 
session. Chairman and deputy chairman of a standing commission organize the work of 
standing commission jointly with the Administration of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, provide necessary documents and materials to the members of the 
commission. A chairman of the standing commission monitors the implementation of the 
action plan of the standing commission.  



 
Article 4. Rights and duties of standing commission members 
Along with the rights and duties indicated in the “Internal Regulations of Milli Majlis of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan” and the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On the Status of a 
Parliamentarian in the Republic of Azerbaijan”, members of a standing commission have a 
casting vote at all sessions of the standing commission. A member of standing 
commission may express opinion, present proposals and notes regarding the issues 
discussed by the standing commission. In case of non-agreement with the decision of the 
standing commission, the member of standing the commission may come out with special 
opinion.  

Article 5. Sessions of Standing Commissions 
As a rule, the sessions of a standing commission are held publicly. Exclusively, closed 
sessions may be held based on a standing commission’s decision. 
Public sessions of a standing commission may be attended by the people invited, and 
media representatives.  
Representatives of the state bodies presented draft laws and resolutions in the order of 
legislative initiative, representatives from the interested executive and judicial agencies, 
local self-governments, political parties, trade unions, public unions, scholars, experts, 
professionals and other persons, participation of which considered to be necessary, may 
be invited to the sessions of a standing commission. In this case, a standing commission 
provides the invitees with the discussion papers. 

Article 6. The Acts Adopted by the Standing Commission 
A standing commission makes decisions and provides opinions on the issues it discusses.  
A standing commission makes decisions regarding the draft laws and resolutions 
developed by it, and provides opinion on the draft laws and resolutions submitted to the 
Commission.   
A standing commission makes reports on its work. The report is approved by the 
commission’s decision.  
Decisions and opinions provided by the standing commission are considered to be 
adopted when over half of commission members vote for the decision or opinion.  

Article 7. Standing Commissions of Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan  
The following standing commissions are established by the Milli Majlis of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan: 
Standing Commission on Legal Policy and State Building; 
Standing Commission on Security and Defense; 
Standing Commission on Economic Policy; 
Standing Commission on Natural Resources, Energy and Ecology; 
Standing Commission on Agrarian Policy; 
Standing Commission on Social Policy; 
Standing Commission on Regional Issues; 
Standing Commission on Science and Education; 
Standing Commission on Culture; 
Standing Commission on Human Rights; 
Standing Commission on International and Interparliamentary Relations. 
Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan may establish new standing commissions when 
necessary, or re-establish and liquidate the functioning commissions.  

  



 
Article 8. Standing Commission on Legal Policy and State Building   
A Standing Commission on Legal Policy and State Building is a leading commission on 
draft laws and resolutions related to the state policy formulation and implementation, as 
well as state building.   
The Standing Commission on Legal Policy and State Building: 
develops draft laws on state building, electoral law, citizenship, court structure, civil law,  
civil-procedural law, criminal law, criminal-procedural law, criminal-commitment law, 
administrative delinquencies, advocacy, notary, prosecutor’s office, police, defense and 
security issues or gives opinion to the draft laws submitted;  
provides opinion on conformity of draft laws and resolutions with the Constitution or other 
legislation on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan, or chairman of 
Milli Majlis;  
based on the presentation of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, gives 
consideration to the candidacy of judges from the Constitutional Court of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, Supreme Court, Court of Appeal of the Republic of Azerbaijan, including 
Prosecutor General of the Republic of Azerbaijan and gives opinion on them; furthermore, 
considers and gives opinion on dismissal of judges of the courts of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.  
The Standing Commission on Legal Policy and State Building shall provide opinion on the 
announcement of a referendum to amend the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
as well as on the constitutional laws when they are under the consideration of the Milli 
Majlis. 

Article 9. Standing Commission on Security and Defense    
A Standing Commission on Security and Defense is a leading commission on draft laws 
and resolutions related to the security and defense issues of the state.  
The Standing Commission on Security and Defense: 
develops draft laws or gives opinion on the submitted laws regarding  emergency and 
military regime, defense, military service, recruitment, military service performance, status 
of military servants and other issues, basics for state security, the ways and methods to 
ensure state security and state boundary regime;  
based on the presentation of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, gives opinion on 
approval of the military doctrine of the Republic of Azerbaijan, involvement of the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the obligations beyond their assignment, endorsing 
declaration of war or conclusion of peace according to the appeal by the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan;  
gives opinion on draft laws and resolutions in view of security and defense issues on the 
instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or the chairman of the Milli 
Majlis. 

Article 10. Standing Commission on Economic Policy   
The Standing Commission on Economic Policy is a leading commission for the draft laws 
and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the state fiscal, tax and economic 
policies, as well as state budget approval and execution.    
The Standing Commission on Economic Policy:  
develops draft laws or provides opinion on the submitted laws on state budget, budget 
process and structure, monetary emissions, basics of tariff policy, banking, finance, 
accounting, insurance, currency, credits, customs regulation, tax policy, duties and 
payments, domestic and foreign economic relations, property, property relations, economic 
activity, industry, transport, communication, trade, stock exchange, entrepreneurship, and 
antimonopoly policy;  



develops draft laws or provides opinion on the submitted laws on local taxes and 
payments, local budgets;  
based on the presentation of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, reviews and 
gives opinion on the proposed candidacies, when the members of the Management Board 
of the National Bank of the Republic of Azerbaijan are appointed or discharged;   
reviews and gives opinion on the proposed candidacies, when the chairman or deputy 
chairman of the Chamber of Auditors of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the chairman, deputy 
chairman or auditors of the Chamber of Accounts of the Republic of Azerbaijan are 
appointed or discharged;  
reviews the issues related to the state budget control and puts forward proposals to the 
Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan;  
reviews the proposals by other standing commissions on the draft state budget and gives 
opinion on them;  
based on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or the chairman of 
the Milli Majlis, gives opinion on the draft laws and resolutions, which require additional 
expenditures from the state budget, as well as gives opinion on the draft laws and 
resolutions in view of economic feasibility and economic expediency.    

Article 11. Standing Commission on Natural Resources, Energy and Ecology 
The Standing Commission on Natural Resources, Energy and Ecology is a leading 
commission for the draft laws and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the 
state policy on environmental protection, natural resources and energy. 
The Standing Commission on Natural Resources, Energy and Ecology: 
develops draft laws or gives opinion on the submitted laws on the following issues: 
environmental protection, utilization of natural and energy resources, oil, gas, energy, 
water, forest industry, hunting and fishery; 
based on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or the chairman of 
the Milli Majlis, gives opinion on the draft laws and resolutions in view of environmental 
safety.  

Article 12. Standing Commission on Agrarian Policy 
The Standing Commission on Agrarian Policy is a leading commission for the draft laws 
and resolutions concerning the formulation and implementation of the state agrarian policy. 
The Standing Commission on Agrarian Policy: 
develops draft laws and provides opinion on the submitted laws on the following: state 
regulation of agrarian property and entrepreneurial relations, protection and rational use of 
soil, water, forest resources, which are the natural potential of rural areas, including 
existing gene pool, creation of favorable conditions for decent living and activity of rural 
population, agrarian market regulation, agrarian sector financing and involvement of 
foreign investors, identification of key priorities of agrarian credit policy, development of 
production and social infrastructure, establishment and development of local, sectoral, 
intersectoral and regional self-government institutions, development of agrarian science 
and education;  
develops draft laws and gives opinion on the submitted laws on land property and land 
relations;           based on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or 
the chairman of the Milli Majlis, gives opinion on the draft laws and resolutions in respect 
of agrarian issues. 

Article 13. Standing Commission on Social Policy 
The Standing Commission on Social Policy is a leading commission for the draft laws and 
resolutions on formulation and implementation of the state social policy. 
The Standing Commission on Social Policy: 



develops draft laws and gives opinion on the submitted laws on formulation of the state 
policy on social development, labor, employment, social problems of population, in 
particular of IDPs, family, women and child related issues, youth, physical training and 
sports, tourism, health, sanitation, social security, insurance and health protection; 
based on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or the chairman of 
the Milli Majlis, gives opinion the draft laws and resolutions in respect of social protection 
issues. 

Article 14. Standing Commission on Regional Issues  
The Standing Commission on Regional Issues is a leading commission for the draft laws 
and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the state policy on local self 
governments.  
The Standing Commission on Regional Issues: 
develops draft laws and gives opinion on the submitted laws on administrative territorial 
structure, elections to and status, as well as management of local self-governments; 
develops draft laws together with other leading standing commissions responsible for 
municipal property, local taxes and payments, local budget, local social protection and 
social development programs, local economic growth programs, local ecological programs 
and gives opinion on the submitted draft laws; 
based on the instruction of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or the chairman of 
the Milli Majlis, gives opinion on the draft laws and resolutions in respect of local self-
government issues; 
works out and publishes methodical guidelines with the aim to assist the management and 
improvement of municipalities, re-qualification of municipal employees. 

Article 15. Standing Commission on Science and Education 
The Standing Commission on Science and Education is a leading commission for the draft 
laws and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the state policy on science and 
education. 
The Standing Commission on Science and Education: 
develops draft laws related to science, engineering, vocational training, invention and 
patent rights, informatics and data protection, or provides opinion on the submitted draft 
laws; 
develops draft laws on language, religion and mass media and provides opinion on the 
submitted draft laws; 
provides opinion on the draft laws and regulations in view of science and education, based 
on the instructions by the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or chairman of the Milli 
Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Article 16. Standing Commission on Cultural Issues 
The Standing Commission on Cultural Issues is a leading standing commission for draft 
laws and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the state policy on preservation 
of culture and cultural wealth. 
The Standing Commission on Cultural Issues: 
develops draft laws related to culture, as well as, language, literature, arts, museum, 
theatre, cinema, design, architecture, urban planning, library science, archive work, as well 
as protection of cultural wealth or provides opinion concerning the submitted draft laws; 
develops draft laws on language, religion and mass media, and provides opinion on the 
submitted draft laws; 
provides opinion on the draft laws and regulations regarding cultural issues, based on the 
instructions given by the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or chairman of the Milli 
Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 



Article 17. Standing Commission on Human Rights 
Standing Commission on Human Rights is a leading commission for draft laws and 
resolutions on the formulation and implementation of the state policy on ensuring and 
protection of human rights and freedoms. 
Standing Commission on Human Rights: 
develops draft laws on ensuring and protection of human rights and freedoms, 
identification of the status of national minorities and protection of their rights, identification 
of the status of refugees and IDPs, and protection of their rights,  provides opinion on all 
draft laws recommended to the consideration of the Milli Majlis and touching on  human 
rights and freedoms; 
provides opinion on draft laws and resolutions with regard to ensuring human rights and 
freedoms based on the instructions by the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or 
chairman of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan; 
in accordance with the presentation of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, reviews 
and provides opinion on dismissal of judges of the courts of the Republic of Azerbaijan; 
reviews and provides opinion on dismissal of the chairman, deputy chairman and auditors 
of the Chamber of Accounts of the Republic of Azerbaijan,  the chairman, deputy chairman 
of the Chamber of Auditors of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Article 18. Standing Commission on International and Intraparliamentary Relations 
Standing Commission on International and Intraparliamentary Relations is a leading 
commission for draft laws and resolutions on formulation and implementation of the foreign 
policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  
Standing Commission on International and Intraparliamentary Relations: 
develops draft laws on foreign policy, rule of approval, implementation and liquidation of 
international and intergovernmental treaties, repatriation, the status of aliens and stateless 
persons or provides opinion on the draft laws submitted; 
reviews issues on establishing the diplomatic representations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
in foreign countries and international organizations based on the presentation of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as approval and liquidation of 
intergovernmental international treaties and provides opinion about it; 
submits proposals to the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan on further development 
of interparliamentary relations of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan; 
maintains relations with compatriots living outside the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
organizations functioning abroad and promotes these relations; 
provides methodic support to the working groups of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan on the relations with foreign parliaments, as well as representatives of the Milli 
Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the international parliamentary organizations; 
provides opinion on the compliance of draft laws and resolutions with the international 
documents joined or approved by the Republic of Azerbaijan, based on the instructions by 
the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan or chairman of the Milli Majlis of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan.  

Article 19. Mutual relationship among standing commissions 
When developing or considering related draft laws and resolutions, the standing 
commissions may hold joint meetings or cooperate in other joint activities.  

 
Article 20. Minutes and stenograms of the sessions of standing commissions 

Minutes and stenograms of the sessions of standing commissions are written down or 

recorded. 



Minutes and stenograms of the sessions of standing commissions are official documents 

that approve the consideration of certain documents and decision-making about them. 

The minutes of the sessions of the Standing Commission include the following: 

1) venue, time of the session and number of minutes; 

2) names, surnames of the persons presided or attended the session, as well as invited to 

the session; 

3) agenda of the session; 

4) handouts; 

5) speakers by agenda; 

6) results of voting on the issues in agenda; 

7) adopted acts.  

If there is a special opinion of the member of standing commission, the information on that 

special opinion is included in the minutes and the special opinion is added to the 

stenograms.  

The minutes of the standing commission is signed by the person presiding at the session.  

Article 21. Coverage of the Activity of the Standing Commissions 

The activities of standing commissions are covered by the means of mass media.  
Information on the sessions of the Milli Majlis is published in the “Azerbaijan” newspaper. 
Audio-video recordings, photographs and film making may be allowed in the sessions by 
consent of the standing commission.  

 
Article 22. Ensuring the Activity of Standing Commissions 

The organizational, analytical, informational, logistical support of standing commissions is 
provided by the Administration of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

 
Article 23. Experts of Standing Commissions 

The standing commission may use experts with a view to involving experts to develop draft 
laws and resolutions or provide opinions to them in the standing commission, as well as to 
assist in analyses and integration of materials received by the standing commission. 
Experts may work in the standing commission on a salary basis or on social basis. A 
service contract for certain period is concluded between the expert involved on a salary 
basis and the Administration of the Milli Majlis with the consent of the chairman of the Milli 
Majlis and with the presentation of the chairman of the standing commission.  

 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Heydar ALIYEV 

 
Baku, July 10, 1998 
№ 521-IQ 

 


